A PATIENT is presented in whom a malignant melanoma of the choroid developed in association with a naevus of Ota.
Macroscopic Examination.-The sclera contained many patches of brown pigment but no extraocular nodules were found. On opening the globe a brownish tumour measuring 6 x 6 x 4 mm. was found in the inferior quadrant of the eye under the detached retina (Fig. 2) Microscopic Examination.-The heavily-pigmented choroidal tumour consisted of cells with small spindle-shaped nuclei without nucleoli together with several epithelioid cells containing vesicular nuclei and some multinuclear cells (Fig. 3) . The tumour contained necrotic and haemorrhagic areas and tumour cells extended into the sclera although no true extrascleral extensions were found. Discussion The association of an oculodermal melanosis with a malignant melanoma of the choroid has been reported on only six occasions, always in Caucasians. It seems reasonable to assume that the absence of this association in Orientals is due to racial and genetic factors; malignant melanomata of the choroid rarely occur in non-Caucasians (Paul, Parnell, and Fraker, 1962) and there are no reports of this tumour in the Japanese literature between 1957 and 1966. Furthermore, malignant melanomata of the skin occur more frequently in Caucasians than in coloured people.
From a review of the literature it appears that malignant change in the naevus of Ota in Caucasians occurs in about 15 per cent. of cases, a figure similar to the 25 per cent. of cases of melanosis bulbi that undergo malignant change (Reese, 1964) . Summary A case of malignant melanoma of the choroid in association with a naevus of Ota is presented. Naevus of Ota, hitherto regarded as benign, should be regarded as potentially dangerous, particularly in Caucasians.
in a case of naevus of ota. 
